Solace – Lord Young SME Commissioning Proposals –
Consultation on Core PQQ Questions
A Call for Evidence from Solace’s Commissioning & Sourcing Policy Network
The Solace Commissioning and Sourcing Network has recently again met with the Cabinet Office to
discuss their proposals for improving SME access to public sector contracts As you may recall, the
Cabinet Office consulted on the original proposals in the winter and Solace alongside other partners,
including the LGA, Federation of Small Businesses and NCVO, objected strongly (read Solace's initial
response here) and are now looking to introduce further proposals before the end of this Parliament.
Together with partners, we have had some limited impact on government’s plans. For example, we
have caused them to re-think (though not yet abandon) plans to abolish PQQs entirely for low value
contracts. The contract value threshold for compulsory, national open tendering has also been raised
from £10k to £25k. The Cabinet Office are consulting on a range of proposals over the coming weeks
and we hope to continue to put the case on behalf of local government and the SMEs we work with.
At Solace, we continue to have reservations about abolishing PQQs for low value contracts and the
creation of a large government wide contracts portal. We also continue to be concerned that
alternatives to further regulation are not being considered. This feels counterintuitive from our
perspective, particularly as the evidence suggests that local government has a good record in
awarding contracts to SMEs and central government a poor one. We would like to develop
alternatives to legislation which may help achieve the Government’s goals without the additional
regulations they are considering, as well as offer best-practice evidence of the extent to which local
authorities use PQQ processes well for low value procurements.
The SOLACE Commissioning & Sourcing Network would like your input and to draw on your
experience for our ongoing discussion with the Cabinet Office’s about their proposals:
1. The Cabinet Office are proposing that a new ‘Core PQQ’ (follow link to view) is introduced
for above-threshold procurements. This, unlike the ‘Core PQQ’ currently in place would
also be standardised right across the public sector, including local authorities. To what
extent are you concerned about the Cabinet Office introducing a standardised ‘Core PQQ’
across the public sector?
2. Looking at the draft Core PQQ attached, are you able to identify areas which could be
amended, reduced or consolidated to make the document shorter and/or more userfriendly?
3. More generally, how useful would you find it for providers to “self-certify” against a set of
terms affirming their eligibility to bid for a contract with your authority? Would it save you
time and would you trust them, or would this simply create a duplication of effort?
4. Do you have any best practice examples of PQQs that you have worked with – either at
your authority, or from another organisation within the public sector? What elements did
you and bidders find most user-friendly?
5. What is your experience of consortia bids – is it something you would be keen to
encourage happening more?
6. What quality assurance standards do you use to ensure your contracts attract bids from the
best providers?
7. Finally, overall, how do you feel about the Cabinet Office’s approach to date to
encouraging greater SME access to public sector contracts?
Please respond by email to andy.hollingsworth@solace.org.uk by close of play Friday 5
September 2014. Your comments and ideas are welcomed.
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